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PART ONE:  CONNECTING WITH OUR VISION AND VALUES

Introduction
The body of Christ, the kingdom of God’s dear Son, a holy temple, the church is a sacred community.  By grace through faith in Jesus Christ we are regenerated, born again into a new life as a new kind of human being (Eph. 2:19) and made a part of a sacred community.  We have been set free not to do as we please, but to in love serve one another (Gal. 5:13).
In Scripture the ‘one anothers’ are many and the instructions to live in community are clear.  “deeply love one another” (1 Peter 1:22).  We were never meant to ‘do’ life alone, “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. Proverbs 27:17 (NIV)  

There are aspects of spiritual growth that depend on our connection with other believers.  
Connection refers to more than just loose acquaintances who happen to run into each other once a week.  Paul’s prayer was that we would be “of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose” Philip. 2:2 (NASB-U).  God’s intention is that we would live life together.  

i.
our Vision

Our Mission:

“To Make Healthy Disciples by Connecting People

 to Christ, Connecting People to Each Other, and 

Caring for the World.”

Our Rationale

We believe we have a mandate from the Master to make disciples (Matt. 28:19-20); healthy disciples have been set free to love God, love each other (Matt. 22:37-39; John 13:34), and serve the world (Gal. 5:13; 6:10).

Our Strategy

We have three points of connection.

· Connecting to God 

· Connecting To Each Other

· Caring for the World Around Us.
We have three workshops covering the three points of connection

· Connecting to God Workshop

· Connecting To Each Other Workshop

· Caring For Others Workshop

We have three areas of participation that relate to the three points of connection.

· We Connect to God through Corporate and Private Worship as well as other spiritual disciplines.
· We Connect to Each Other through Small Groups and acts of kindness.
· We Care for those around us through service, service teams and personal acts of compassion.
ii.
 our Core Values

A.
Connecting Through God’s Word.  

We believe that anointed preaching, teaching and study of God’s inspired Word is the catalyst for life transformation.  Therefore, we will proclaim it with authority, teach it with relevance, study it with expectation, and live it listening for and following the prompting of the Holy Spirit.  (Ps. 119:105; 1 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 4:12; 2 Pet. 1:20-21)

B.
Connecting Through Outreach.  

We believe real life is found in a restored personal relationship with God through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone.  We believe sharing the Gospel with the lost is the first step in connecting people to God and to each other and for creating healthy disciples.  Therefore we will share the love of Jesus Christ in our community and around the world. (Mt. 28:18-20; Lk.19:10, 24:44-48; 1 Cor. 9:19-23)

C.
Connecting Through Service 

We believe God equips and empowers every believer with spiritual gifts, and provides the financial and physical resources to accomplish His work.  We also believe our connection to God and to each other grows as we work together serving the world around us.  Therefore, we will equip, instruct, and encourage each other to serve the world around us using our gifts and resources. (Rom. 12:3-8; Eph. 4:1-16; 1 Pet. 4:8-11)

D.
Connecting Through Loving Friendships  

We are a church of Small Groups.  We believe the church is family, with each member interdependent on the others. Therefore, we will strongly encourage each member to be a part of a small group where they can receive the support they need to be a healthy disciple. (Jn. 13:35, 17:20-23; Acts 2:42-47; Gal. 6:1-2; Phil. 2:1-4; Heb. 10:24-25)

E.
Connecting Through Worship  

We believe inspired praise and worship of God both corporately and individually, pleases Him.  Therefore, our worship will involve practicing and presence of God through spiritual disciplines, music, testimony, the sharing of our gifts and resources, the proclamation of His Word, and the celebration of the ordinances of Baptism and Communion.  (Ps. 95:1-6; Mark 12:30; Rom. 12:1; Col. 3:17)

We believe healthy disciples maintain balance in their Christian life through participation in all five areas.

PART TWO:  CONNECTING WITH OUR BELIEFS
iii.
our CORE beliefs

A.  About the Bible: We believe that the Scriptures, that is the Old and New Testaments, are verbally inspired by God and inerrant in the original autographs, and therefore totally reliable and authoritative for Christian faith and life. (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21)

B. About the Trinity: We believe in one God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  (Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:18, 19)
C. About Jesus: We believe in the deity and the pre-existence of the Son of God, and in His virgin birth, sinless life, miraculous works, atoning death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, priestly ministry, and in His personal, imminent return and reign.  (John 1:1,2; John 3:16; Luke 1:30-35; Heb. 4:15; John 5:25; 1 Tim. 2:6; 1 Cor. 15; Acts 1:9-11; Heb. 7:17; 1 Thess. 4:16, 17; Rev. 19:11-21; 20:4)
D. About the Holy Spirit: We believe in the personality and deity of the Holy Spirit, who convicts men of sin, righteousness and judgment, regenerates, indwells and guides those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts 5:3, 4; John 16:8; Titus 3:5; Rom. 8:9)
E. About Human Beings: We believe that man was created in the image of God; that he sinned, and thereby incurred not only physical death, but spiritual death as well, which is total separation from God; and that all human beings are born with a sinful nature which condemns them and leads them to personally sin in thought, word and deed. (Gen. 1:27; Eph. 2:1; Ps. 51:5; Rom. 3:23)
F. About the Death of Christ: We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died as a representative and substitutionary sacrifice for the sins of the entire world;  and that all who believe in Him are justified on the basis of His shed blood. (Matt. 20:28; Rom. 3:24)
G. About the Resurrection: We believe in the resurrection of all men, those who are saved unto life eternal and those who are lost unto eternal condemnation. (1 Thess. 4:16, 17; Rev. 20:4, 11-15)
H. About the Church: We believe the universal church is a living spiritual body made up of all born-again persons of which Christ is the Head.  We believe the local church is a segment of the universal church organized with leadership for the purpose of advancing the cause of Christ.  (Matt. 16:18; Col. 1:18; Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 18:8)
I. About the Gifts: We believe that every believer has been given supernatural enablements (spiritual gifts) to empower them to accomplish their divine assignment.   There is some biblical evidence that suggests that some of the gifts may have ceased. (1 Cor. 13:8; 14:2-12)
· In essential beliefs - we have unity.

“There is one Body and one Spirit.....there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of us all...”  Eph. 4:4-6

· In non-essential beliefs - we have liberty.
“Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters...Who are you to judge someone else’s servant?  To his own master he stands or falls...So then each of us will give an account of himself to God...So whatever you believe about these things, keep between yourself and God.” Rom. 14:1, 4, 12, 22

· In all our beliefs - we show charity.
“...If I hold in my mind not only all human knowledge, but also the very secrets of God, and if I have the faith that can move mountains--but have no love, I amount to nothing at all.”  1 Cor. 13:2

IV.
OUR SALVATION

The Essence of our Salvation: (There is Good News and Bad News)

There is Good News:  

· God loves you and created you in His image.  He desires a vital relationship with you.  (Gen. 1:27, John 3:16)


There is Bad News:   

· We were all born into a condemned world, Eph. 2:1-3, John 3:17ff.

· We have all sinned, Rom. 3:23

· We were all headed for destruction, Rom. 1:18, Matt. 13:40-42, 

Rom. 6:23

More Good News

· God sent His Son who is Life to provide us with eternal life, John 3:16.
· Jesus died in our place and rose from the dead, Rom 5:8

· We can be transformed into a new kind of human being (Eph. 2:15) and made a part of one sacred community—the dwelling place of God.  

Eph. 2:19-22;  Col. 1:13-14


Transforming News!

This new life can be ours by grace through faith, Eph. 2:8-9


We are justified, sanctified and glorified by grace through faith, Gal. 3:1-3

· What is Grace?
Blessing Those Who Deserve Punishment.
· What is Saving Faith?




We must know the Story of Jesus Christ



We must believe the Story of Jesus Christ is true




We must trust the person of Jesus Christ!

 “Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord 
will be saved.” Rom. 10:13

We are transformed into a new kind of human being and made a part of a new holy society Eph. 2:15-22
The Symbols of Our Salvation
A.
Baptism

What is the meaning of baptism?


--It illustrates Christ’s death and resurrection. 1 Cor. 15:3-4
“For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with Christ.”   
Col. 2:12


--It illustrates my new life as a Christian.  2 Cor. 5:17;  Rom. 6:4
Baptism doesn’t make you a believer--it shows that you already believe. Baptism does not “save” you.  Baptism is like a wedding ring--it’s the outward symbol of the commitment you made in your heart.--It is a symbol of identification
Why should I be baptized?


--Because Christ commanded it. Matt. 28:19-20

--It demonstrates that I really am a Christian.

“...many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized.” Acts 18:8



Why do we baptize by immersion?


--The word “baptize” means to “immerse.”


The Greek word baptizo means to “immerse” or “dip.”


--Because Jesus was baptized that way.


“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water.” 








           Matt. 3:16


--Baptism in the New Testament was by immersion.

E.g. “...then both Philip and the man went down into the water and Philip baptized him.  When they came up out of the water...” 





Acts 8:38-39


Who should be baptized?


--Every person who has believed in Christ.


      “Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized...” 
Acts 2:41

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News...and the 

name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”  
Acts 8:12



b.
Communion  “For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; 











     1 Cor. 11:23
Jesus never asked His disciples to remember His birth. But He did instruct them to remember His death and resurrection.  He gave the church two visible symbols called “ordinances.”   These two ordinances are: Baptism and The Lord’s Supper.  Reminding us of His death, Communion is an object lesson that represents a great spiritual truth for believers.

 
--It reminds me of Christ’s death and resurrection.

“This is my body which is for you . . .” 1 Cor. 11:24


--It reminds me of the new covenant.

“In the same way, He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood;  drink it to remember me.’” (v. 25)


-- It reminds me to tell others of Christ’s death.

“For whenever you eat the bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes back.”  (v. 26)
When and how often should we observe communion?

· Jesus never said when or how often believers should observe Communion.

· However, Sunday morning provides an opportunity when our whole church is gathered together.  So, we normally take Communion on the first Sunday of every month.  

· It would be helpful for you to prepare your heart.
PART THREE:  CONNECTING THROUGH COMMUNITY

“LIVING LIFE TOGETHER”

V.
  OUR mEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP IS . . . 

 

. . . an indication of your commitment to the beliefs, visions and values of North Highlands Bible Church. It indicates that you are part of this body of believers, which "grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work" (Ephesians 4:16). It recognizes your relationship to the household of God, "which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of truth" (I Timothy 3:15). 

 

. . . the identification with a local body of believers. We are a spiritual family that is structured around small groups in which we worship, grow, and serve one another while receiving support and accountability (Romans 12:4-5; Gal. 6:1-5). 

. . . working together as a team to fulfill the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) throughout the world (Acts 1:8) in a spirit of the Great Commandment—Love (Matt. 22:37-40).

. . . praying for this local church and supporting it financially as the Lord has prospered (1 Cor. 16:2)

. . . cooperating with the church leadership in growth and correction (Heb. 13:8)
MEMBERSHIP IS NOT . . . 

 

. . . a means of salvation. Becoming a member of North Highlands Bible Church or any other church does not give us eternal life in heaven. 

 

. . . a specific command found in Scripture. However, Scripture does speak about Christians being committed to a local gathering of believers within the body of Christ, which is found throughout the world. Many books of the New Testament were letters written to local churches, instructing their fellowship together. 

 
WHY CONSIDER BECOMING A MEMBER? 
· It can increase my sense of belonging in the body of Christ.
We cannot love God without loving each other.  Scripture says, The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 1 John 4:8 (NASB)
With the commitment of membership comes a greater opportunity and context to love one another and a greater sense of connection.
· It provides me with a spiritual family to support me,  encourage me, and hold me accountable.
1 Thes. 5:11 (NASB-U)  Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

“Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.” 
      Gal. 6:1-2

· It places me under the spiritual protection of Godly leaders.

“Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.” Heb. 13:17
· It makes me a more useable Team player.
The leaders know that I’m committed to the team.  It gives me the context to discover my unique S.H.A.P.E. and role in the Body of Christ. 

With membership comes a heightened awareness of your spiritual gifts and greater opportunity to serve within North Highlands Bible Church. 

1 Cor. 12:4, 7 (NASB-U)  “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. (7)  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

· It gives me the privilege of voting on all official church business.

Vi.
Our Leadership

“Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, [2] shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; [3] nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. [4] And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. [5] You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  1 Peter 5:1-5 

· Biblical leadership 
is not dictatorial.  We can not and do not 

demand compliance.

· Biblical Leaders 

lead by example.  We ask you to follow 

us as we follow Christ.

· Biblical Leadership 
is a mixture of prayer, spiritual power 

and sound wisdom through which we influence others to the glory of Jesus Christ.

· Biblical Leadership is taken seriously

· We will pray for you.

· We will care for your well-being.  Your spiritual, physical and emotional well-being is our concern.  By God’s grace we will challenge you.
· We are available to you.  Please feel free to call on us.

· If anyone is caught in a sin our desire is healing and restoration.  We will follow the instructions in Matthew 18 in a desire to bring about such renewal.
· Church Leadership

Scripture provides general principles which serve as guidelines for church leadership. These guidelines have been followed in formulating a philosophy of government for North Highlands Bible Church as follows: (Acts 6:3, 14:23; Col. 1:18; 1 Tim. 3:1-7, 5:17; Titus 1:5-9; Heb. 13:7, 17).


A. 
Christ (Col. 1:18)

Christ is the true source of all the Church is and does, and His glory is to be the objective of every act, function, and motive of the Body, both individually and corporately. (1 Cor. 10:31) 

The Body is to conform to His Word, thus carrying out His will to His glory. That is the Body's reason for being. (Col. 3:15-17)

B. 
Elders 

North Highlands Bible Church has chosen to be an elder-led church. The elders, as overseers of the local church, are responsible for the spiritual health of the Body. (Heb. 13:17; Acts 20:24, 28)

C. Senior Pastor

The Senior Pastor is the spiritual leader of the congregation and the leader of leaders on the Elder Board. In this unique position he provides for the equipping of the saints through a regular ministry of preaching, training, and encouraging the congregation as a whole. He is accountable to the elders corporately for the discharge of his ministry. He is also responsible for the management of the church office and supervision of all staff. (1 Tim. 4:11-13, 15, 16; Eph. 4:11, 12; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17, 4:2-4; Matt. 5:13)


D. Deacons

At the discretion of the elders, deacons may be appointed to assist the elders in the discharge of church ministry. They are delegated the authority for the execution of ministry. Deacons must be members of North Highlands Bible Church and exhibit qualifications found in 1 Timothy 3:8-13.


E.  Church Staff

Staff members are defined as paid employees of the church, whether full- or part-time.
The Senior Pastor will be recruited and hired by the elders with the approval of the voting membership. His salary and benefits will be established by the elders and reviewed annually.

Church Staff (other than the Senior Pastor)

The Senior Pastor is the manager of the church staff. With the approval of the elders, the Senior Pastor may delegate responsibilities within the staff for the purpose of carrying out his responsibilities. 

The Senior Pastor is responsible for the recruitment and management of all staff. Their salaries and benefits are established by the elders upon the recommendation of the Senior Pastor. Final offers of employment or termination require mutual agreement between the Senior Pastor and the elders. However, the hiring and termination of non-pastoral staff is at the discretion of the Senior Pastor within the constraints of the approved budget. Except for the Senior Pastor, staff members will not be eligible for elder nomination.
VII.  OUR  SMALL GROUPS

Our Rationale:

Jesus said the two greatest commandments are to love God and love each other.  Loving one another is best demonstrated in community—in the household of faith.

As churches grow larger they must also grow smaller affording people the opportunity to connect—to know and be known.  As a chord of three strands is not easily broken we need each other to grow strong and stand tall for Jesus Christ.

God never intended us to live on our own outside the sacred community (Gal. 6:2).  Small groups provide a healthy environment to know and be known.  Small groups provide a safe place to find and establish accountability.

Our Accountability

Accountability Defined:  Responsible, to give account, to explain conduct.

Behavioral science in recent years has expounded the simple truth that ‘behavior that is observed changes.’  People who are accountable by their own choice to a group of friends, to a therapy group, to a psychiatrist or a pastoral counselor, to a study group or prayer group, are people who are serious about changing their behavior, and they are finding that change is possible.

Studies done in factories have proven that both quality and quantity of work increases when the employees know that they are being observed.  If only God knows what I am doing, since I know He won’t tell, I tend to make all kinds of excuses for myself.  But if I must report to another or a group of others, I begin to monitor my behavior.  If someone is keeping an eye on me, my behavior improves. (Dropping Your Guard, p. 179)

a.
At North Highlands Bible Church we make ourselves Accountable to Our Leaders

Leadership:  D.E. Hoste: “When a man, in virtue of an official position demands obedience of another, irrespective of the latter’s reason and conscience, this is the spirit of tyranny.  When on the other hand, by the exercise of tact and sympathy; by prayer, spiritual power and sound wisdom one is able to influence and enlighten another, so that he through the medium of his own reason and conscience is led to alter one course and adopt another, that is true spiritual leadership.”

Leadership is influence.  Spiritual leadership is influencing another person through example, reason and the prompting of the Holy Spirit to follow a certain course of action.

Galatians 6:1 (NASB-U)  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 

Hebrews 13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.”  

b.
At NHBC we make ourselves Accountable to Each Other

Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”

Romans 15:14 “I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another.” 

1 Thes. 5:15 “See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.” 

Hebrews 3:13 “But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” 

James 5:16 “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.” 

Our Structure

All of our adult ministries are built upon the idea of small groups.  LifeGuest and LifeGroups are both aspects of our small group ministry.

The groups meet on a Trimester basis providing three opportunities a year for our new attendees to connect with other believers at NHBC.  Our people can sign up for the same group each trimester or branch out and try a new group.  

Lifequest are small groups that meet on Sunday mornings to study God’s word and deepen their connection to each other.  Some Lifequest groups are distinguished by gender and or life stage.

While Lifequest groups are open for new attendees throughout the year, they begin new studies on the trimester schedule along with the other small groups.
Lifegroups are groups of 10-20 people who get together weekly for 10-13 weeks in convenient locations to meet new friends, have a little fun and grow spiritually through connection.  Lifegroups also run on the trimester schedule.

Some lifegroups will close for an extended period of time for a more focused study and or to deepen their accountability.

Our Men’s and Women’s ministry are structured around the small group concept with additional activities offered throughout the year.

VIII.  OUR PROCESS

· To give evidence of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and to freely testify of your faith in Him.
· Attend the Connecting To Each Other Workshop

· Be willing to follow our statement of faith and our constitution as you understand it.

· Sign the Membership Covenant

· Have name listed in church bulletin for two weeks as a candidate for membership.

· Be approved for membership by elder board

NHBC membership Covenant

Having trusted Christ as my Lord and Savior and being in agreement with NHBC’s vision, values, and beliefs, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the NHBC family.  In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to do the following:

1.
I will protect the unity of my church

…by actively participating in Small Groups and showing love toward one another: Gal. 6:2;

1 Peter 1:22 “fervently love one another from the heart”

...by developing a servant’s heart: “do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as Jesus Christ’s” (Phil. 2-4)

…by refusing to gossip:  “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs” (Eph. 4:29)

2.
I will share in the responsibilities of my church

…by praying for others.  We always thank God for you and pray for you constantly” (1 Thess. 1:1-2)

…by being equipped to serve by my pastors:   “[God] gave . . . some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up” (Ephes. 4:11-12)

…by talking about God to others and inviting the unchurched:  “The Master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes, and urge people there to come so my house will be full.” (Luke 14:23)

 “do the work of an evangelist” (2 Timothy 4:5)
…by giving regularly:  “Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of money in proportion to what you have earned and use it for the offering” (1 Cor. 16:2)

3.
I will remain open to the leading and teaching of The Holy Spirit

…by centering on Jesus and spending time in prayer, daily: “If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.”  Galatians 5:25; 1 Thess. 5:17

…by preparing my heart to hear and receive the Word of God each week in worship:


“in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. (James 1:21)
4.
I will support the testimony of my church

…by attending faithfully: “Let us not give up meeting together . . . but let us encourage one another” (Hebrews 10:25)

…by living a godly life: “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ” (Philip. 1:27)

…by submitting to the guidance and correction of the church leaders: “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.” Hebrews 13:17

Signed _____________________Date  __________Pastor _____________________Date  _________
Signed _____________________Date  __________Pastor _____________________Date  _________
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